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ABSTRACT
This research aims to analyze the role of friendship activities and giving gifts in
strengthening community solidarity and togetherness in Bontoboddia Hamlet,
Lempangang Village, Bajeng District, Gowa Regency, in the context of
celebrating Independence Day on August 17. Descriptive design. Data was
obtained  through in-depth interviews, participant observation, and
documentation. The research subjects included the activity committee,
community leaders, and residents involved in the celebration, namely the
Lempangang wvillage community consisting of three hamlets: Bontoboddia,
Bontomanai, and Tamalalang hamlets. The research results show that friendship
activities contribute greatly to creating positive social interactions between
residents, increasing the sense of family, and strengthening the spirit of
cooperation. Apart from being a form of appreciation, giving gifts is also a
motivation for individuals to be more active in participating in competitions and
joint activities. However, this study also found several challenges, such as the
lack of involvement of the younger generation and budget constraints, which
affected the smooth implementation of activities.
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INTRODUCTION

Commemorating the Independence Day of the Republic of Indonesia on
August 17 is crucial momentum for all Indonesians (Andriyanto et al., 2025;
Herlina et al., 2023; Zara, 2025). In addition to reflecting the heroes' struggle, this
moment strengthens a sense of togetherness, solidarity, and love for the country.
One form of celebration often carried out is a friendly activity and giving gifts to
the society participating in competitions or other social activities. The community
is enthusiastic about welcoming Independence Day by holding various activities
such as competitions, parades, and art performances to celebrate Indonesian
independence. On the night of the Independence Day commemoration, the
Indonesians commonly hold a tradition of thanksgiving or what is better known
as a night of tirakatan. Tradition is a habit carried out continuously by the
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community, individually and in groups (Al Ayyubi, Masfuroh, et al., 2025; Al
Ayyubi, Nurhikmabh, et al., 2025; Fuad & Masuwd, 2023). Village communities
hold a tradition of a night of tirakatan at the same time on the night of
Independence Day. Tirakatan activities are one of the forums that can strengthen
community solidarity.

Friendly activities and giving gifts are not only limited to ceremonial
celebrations but also have a deeper value in building social harmony. Giving gifts
and friendly activities in tirakatan also contains deep meaning related to social
harmony. Mauss (1925), in his theory of "The Gift," stated that giving gifts is not
only a material transaction but also a symbolic act that strengthens social
relationships. In the context of tirakatan, giving gifts shows concern and
strengthens brotherhood ties between residents. Tirakatan can be understood as a
cultural praxis in creating togetherness across generations. This tradition teaches
the values given to history, togetherness, and cooperation to the younger
generation. Therefore, tirakatan is a ceremonial and social educational medium
that strengthens society's collective values. In social development, tirakatan can be
seen as a form of social capital (social capital) that strengthens social networks and
trust between residents (Djubaedi et al., 2022; Mawadda et al., 2023; Muhaemin et
al., 2023; Sari et al., 2022; Wiyani, 2022). States that social interaction in traditional
activities like this can increase citizen participation in community life. Therefore,
tirakatan can potentially encourage the creation of a more harmonious and
cohesive society.

Amidst the diversity of Indonesian society, the activities that have been
discussed previously become a space to establish relationships, strengthen
solidarity, and foster a sense of mutual respect between citizens. This event often
creates an atmosphere of familiarity, where all elements of society, regardless of
social, economic, or cultural background, can interact in an atmosphere full of
happiness (Musaldin & Purnamasari, 2024). In addition, this activity also has a
positive impact on strengthening the spirit of cooperation. The preparation for the
implementation of the event involves various parties, from the committee to the
general public to children. This collaboration is a real means of implementing the
values of Pancasila, such as unity, social justice, and deliberation to reach a
consensus. However, even though these activities reflect local values relevant to
strengthening social solidarity amidst the dynamics of modern life, several
challenges need to be anticipated (Firmansyah et al., 2023; Fuad & Masuwd, 2023;
Syamsuriah & Ardi, 2022). For example, uneven involvement between certain age
groups or social strata can create a sense of alienation, especially for younger
generations or marginalized groups. In addition, careful planning has the potential
to result in a waste of resources that can burden communities with limited budgets.
Therefore, it is crucial to consider inclusive and efficient strategies in implementing
these activities. Strengthening this tradition can be a strategic step in maintaining
social harmony and integrity, especially in rural communities.

Bontoboddia Hamlet, Lempangang Village, Bajeng District, Gowa Regency,
is one of the areas that routinely holds August 17 celebrations with various
activities. The community in this area has a unique tradition of commemorating
Independence Day through friendly activities and giving gifts to competition
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participants and residents who contribute. This tradition reflects the spirit of
cooperation and togetherness among the community. However, in recent years,
various challenges have begun to emerge, such as the lack of participation of the
younger generation, budget constraints, and differences of opinion in planning
activities. This phenomenon could reduce the essence of togetherness, which is the
main goal of the celebration. In addition, the influence of modernization and
individualism are also factors that influence the activeness of the community in
this kind of social activity. Therefore, it is critical to understand how friendly
activities and giving gifts can strengthen the solidarity and togetherness of the
Bontoboddia Hamlet community. This study aims to explore more deeply the role
of these activities in creating positive social interactions, fostering a sense of unity,
and providing solutions to the challenges faced in their implementation. Thus, this
research is expected to contribute to understanding the social dynamics of the
Bontoboddia Hamlet community and become a reference for improving the quality
of similar activities.

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative approach (Creswell & Creswell, 2017), to
explore social phenomena related to strengthening community solidarity and
togetherness through friendly activities and gift-giving in the context of celebrating
Independence Day on August 17. This approach was selected due to its ability to
deeply explore the community's meaning, experience, and perception. The
research’s design used is descriptive qualitative, which aims to describe the role of
friendly activities and gift-giving in strengthening social relations and increasing
the spirit of community togetherness. The data of this research are: 1) The
organizing committee of the August 17th event from Karang Taruna Boto
Lempangang. 2) Participants in the competition and prize recipients. 3)
Community leaders or leaders of Lempangang Village. 4) Residents who
participated in the friendly activities. In terms of the research location, the research
was conducted in one of the communities or villages that actively organize a series
of Independence Day commemoration activities so that it can describe the
dynamics and their impact on the community (Alimuddin et al.,, 2023). Data
collection techniques, including: 1) In-depth Interviews, conducted with the
committee, community leaders, and residents to understand the motivation for
organizing activities and their views on the influence of activities on community
togetherness. 2) Participatory Observation: the researchers directly observed the
friendly activities and gift, gift-giving and social interactions between residents. 3)
The atmosphere of togetherness created during the event. 4) Documentation:
Collecting photos, videos, and other documents, such as minutes of committee
meetings or activity reports, to support data from observations and interviews.

Data were analyzed using a thematic analysis approach with the following
steps: 1) Data Reduction, sorting data from interviews, observations, and
documentation to find relevant main themes. 2) Data Presentation, organizing data
in the form of descriptive narratives to facilitate interpretation. 3) Conclusion
Drawing and concluding research results based on patterns and themes related to
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strengthening community solidarity and togetherness. To ensure the validity of the
data, this study used the following techniques: 1) Source Triangulation:
Comparing data from various sources (interviews, observations, and
documentation). 2) Extension of Participation: Researchers were present during the
preparation process to implementation to understand the context as a whole. 3)
Peer Discussion: Involving discussions with experts or colleagues to validate

findings (Anggito & Setiawan, 2018; Nadirah et al., 2022; Purwono et al., 2019).

* Approach: Qualitative
Research Approach *Research Design:
Descriptive Qualitative

*In-depth Interviews

* Participatory
Observation

* Documentation

Data Collection Techniques

*Data Reduction
\ Data Analysis Techniques *Data Presentation
\. \ * Conclusion Drawing

Figure 1. Research Methodology

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Strengthening Solidarity through Social Interaction

Friendly activities are one form of social interaction that effectively
strengthens solidarity and togetherness (Jamil, 2023). In line with the theory of
social interaction, this activity emphasizes the importance of direct communication
to create closer relationships. In the context of the celebration of Independence Day
on August 17 in Bontoboddia Hamlet, friendly activities are a formal meeting place
and a moment that connects residents personally and emotionally. Residents from
various age backgrounds and professions gather in a relaxed atmosphere, sharing
stories, experiences, and happiness, thus creating a sense of belonging.

In addition, this activity allows for the building of familiarity involving all
elements of society, including community leaders, youth, and children. Those who
previously rarely communicated or perhaps did not know each other can establish
new relationships (Ningrum, 2021). More than just a physical meeting, friendly
activities also facilitate deeper feelings of empathy and solidarity. These activities
allow residents to show their care, share happiness, and strengthen the spirit of
cooperation characteristic of Indonesian society. Socializing activities are an
effective medium for building solidarity, in line with the theory of social
interaction which states that direct communication can create closer relationships.
This study found that through socializing activities, residents not only participate
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physically but also emotionally, thus strengthening social ties in their
environment. This is evident from residents' enthusiasm for attending the
socializing activities, as seen in the picture.

Figure 2. Enthusiasm of Residents and Local Government

The study results show that through social activities, the society of
Bontoboddia Hamlet not only participates physically in meetings but also
emotionally. Many residents feel respected, recognized, and welcomed as
community members. This strengthens their social ties and creates a more
harmonious and togetherness-filled environment. Thus, social activities are not
only a tradition in celebrating independence but also become the foundation for
forming a solid, harmonious, and mutually supportive society.

Symbolic Value of Giving Gifts

Gifting gifts in the celebration of Independence Day on August 17 in
Bontoboddia Hamlet is interpreted in terms of material value and the symbolic
value contained therein. Gifts are a form of appreciation for residents'
participation, efforts, and contributions in competitions and other activities.
Giving these awards creates a sense of community appreciation and recognition,
thus positively impacting individual motivation to continue participating in social
activities.

Figure 3. Receiving Prizes for the Kindergarten and Elementary School Competition
Categories
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Figure 4. Receiving Prizes for the General and PKK Mother Competition Categories

Research findings show that awards given publicly, witnessed by other
residents, can strengthen a sense of belonging to the community. This aligns with
the concept in sociology, which states that awards motivate individuals and build
collective solidarity. In the Bontoboddia Hamlet community, giving prizes triggers
a healthy competitive spirit, encourages wider participation, and fosters a sense of
shared pride in the success achieved. Moreover, these prizes also become a symbol
of the spirit of cooperation, where all elements of society support the success of the
implementation of the activity. For example, residents who do not directly
participate in the competition feel connected through their contributions to helping
the activity or providing moral support (Khamdan et al.,, 2024). Thus, prizes
become more than just material awards; they reflect the values of solidarity,
togetherness, and deep mutual respect in society. Giving prizes is important in
strengthening collective motivation and building stronger social cohesion.

Series of Friendly Event Performances

In a series of activities to celebrate Independence Day on August 17 in
Bontoboddia Hamlet, art and cultural performances are one of the sub-activities
that help strengthen community solidarity and togetherness. Art performances,
such as regional dances, traditional music, or drama performances, serve as
entertainment and a medium to express local cultural identity, which is part of the
local community's pride.

Figure 5. Paddupa Dance Performance

The Paddupa dance performance performed by the Karang Taruna
Lempangang children was the event's opening and an additional spirit at the
beginning of the activity. In the celebration of August 17, the Paddupa Dance
functions as entertainment and a symbol of togetherness and community
solidarity. Through this dance, the community can feel the power of the local
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culture that is their identity. In addition, the Paddupa Dance performance also
introduces the younger generation to traditions passed down from generation to
generation so that they increasingly appreciate and preserve their regional culture.
The Paddupa Dance performance in the celebration of Independence Day is more
than just a spectacle (Muhtarom et al., 2021). It becomes a medium to express the
spirit of unity and togetherness and strengthen social ties in the society of
Bontoboddia Hamlet. This dance serves as a reminder to society that togetherness
and mutual collaboration must be maintained and kept in everyday life, not just
during festivities but also during larger social events.

Figure 6. Drama

The performance of drama in the celebration of Independence Day on
August 17 in Bontoboddia Hamlet is one of the important elements that enliven
the event while conveying moral and historical messages to the community. The
dramas that are performed often revolve around the theme of the struggle for
independence, national values, and the spirit of unity and cooperation. Although
lighter and more entertaining, drama has the power to touch the audience's
emotions and leave a deep impression regarding the meaning of independence and
togetherness. Through drama, the society of Bontoboddia Hamlet celebrates
independence and emphasizes their commitment to the noble values that the
nation's heroes have inherited. Although simple, the performance of this drama is
part of the learning process and strengthening of social identity that builds
togetherness in the community.

Figure 7. Acoustic Duet
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The acoustic duet is one of the most popular musical elements in the
celebration of Independence Day on August 17 in Bontoboddia Hamlet. This
performance involves two singers or musicians collaborating, accompanied by a
simple musical instrument, an acoustic guitar. Acoustic duets provide a more
intimate and familiar nuance, making the audience emotionally close to the
performers. In addition to being a form of entertainment, acoustic duets in this
celebration also have a symbolic meaning (Jovani, 2023). Soft acoustic music and
harmonious vocal blends create a warm and togetherness atmosphere. Through
this performance, the musicians entertain and invite the public to get to know and
appreciate local music culture better and absorb the meaning of their songs.
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Figure 8. Performance of 4 Ethnic Dances

The performance of the 4 Ethnic Dance is an important part of the series of
events celebrating Independence Day on August 17 in Bontoboddia Hamlet. This
dance depicts the richness of Indonesian culture, consisting of various tribes and
ethnicities with multiple traditions and arts. In this celebration, this dance is not
only entertainment but also a symbol of the unity and diversity of the Indonesian
nation. The 4 Ethnic Dance has a very important symbolic value in celebrating
independence because it highlights the cultural diversity in Indonesia and shows
how this diversity can unite in the spirit of nationalism. Although each dance
comes from a different culture, all are performed in a series of unified events,
creating a picture that Indonesia. However, various tribes, religions, and cultures
remain united. Through the 4 Ethnic Dance, the society of Bontoboddia Hamlet is
invited to reflect on the meaning of independence, not only as freedom from
colonialism but also as the freedom to celebrate differences and maintain unity
within it. The performance of this dance is proof that cultural diversity can enrich
a sense of togetherness and strengthen solidarity in community life.

The performances provided are an opportunity for various groups in the
community to show the creativity of Lempangang residents, be they children,
teenagers, or adults. Activities like this create a sense of belonging and unity
because each group feels they have contributed to the event's success. Moreover,
the art performances have a symbolic role that enriches the community's
understanding of the meaning of togetherness, especially when held in a lively and
together atmosphere. In addition to being a place for expression, the performances
in the series of events also function as a means of cultural education. Residents,
especially the younger generation, can learn more about and preserve the
traditions and local cultural values in Bontoboddia Hamlet. This art performance
is a means of interaction between the older and younger generations, thus fostering
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a sense of pride in their cultural heritage. The importance of art performances in
this celebratory event can also be seen from its impact on social relations between
residents. When groups or individuals display their artwork, they show their
talents and cooperation within the group. This creates an atmosphere of mutual
respect between residents, both those who perform and those who watch. Thus,
the performance of arts and culture is not only entertainment but also a means to
strengthen social relations, create a sense of togetherness, and strengthen the spirit
of cooperation characteristic of the Bontoboddia Hamlet community. As part of
this series of events, the performance ultimately enhances the essence of the
independence celebration through competitions, prizes, and arts and culture
involving all levels of society. This shows that togetherness and solidarity are
created from formal activities and cultural expressions that arouse a sense of unity.
Solutions to Challenges

To overcome the challenges faced in implementing the August 17
celebration activities in Bontoboddia Hamlet, several strategies can be applied as
follows:

Table 1. Solutions to solving problems in this activity

Strategy Description
Creatively  Involving  the  Young One of the challenges faced is the lack of
Generation involvement of the young generation in

celebration activities. To overcome this,
the committee can integrate technology-
based elements and social media that are
more attractive to young society. For
example, the committee can hold digital-
based competitions, such as creative video
competitions, vlogs, or even social media
challenges related to independence. In
addition, using social media to promote
activities, invite participation, and share
celebration moments can increase young
society's awareness and involvement. In
this way, the young generation can feel
more involved while helping to spread the
spirit of togetherness to the wider
community.

Independent Fundraising Budget limitations often hinder organizing
large activities (Rohmah & Djunaidi, 2022).
Therefore, independent fundraising is an
effective solution to support the smooth
running of the event. One way to do this is
by involving local sponsors from micro,
small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs)
around Bontoboddia Hamlet or companies
that care about social activities. In
addition, fundraising through
crowdfunding platforms can open up
opportunities to gain support from the
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wider community. Utilizing existing
technology and networks allows the
necessary funds to be collected more
efficiently ~without relying on the
government budget or limited external
assistance.

Improving Communication and
Coordination To avoid potential conflicts
and minimize misperceptions between the
committee and residents, it is important to
enhance communication and
coordination.

One way is to hold regular
discussions or periodic meetings between
the activity committee and residents.
Residents can provide input, express
opinions, and prepare work plans in this
meeting more clearly and transparently.

Open discussions involving all parties can
also avoid misunderstandings or conflicts
that are detrimental to the smooth running
of the event. In addition, improving
coordination can create a sense of
togetherness and shared responsibility in
making the celebration successful.

] l?

Figure 9. Group Photo of the Event Committee

The event committee for the August 17 celebration in Bontoboddia Hamlet
worked as a team that supported each other and worked together. With solid
cooperation and clear division of tasks, they organized an event celebrating
independence and strengthening community solidarity and togetherness. By
implementing these strategies, challenges in implementing activities can be
overcome more effectively. This will increase community participation and
enhance the spirit of cooperation and solidarity that is the core of every
Independence Day celebration (Nurhikmah, Indo Santalia, 2023).

Overall, the August 17 celebration activities in Bontoboddia Hamlet have
proven effective in fostering a sense of togetherness and solidarity among the
community. This moment is not just a ceremonial event but also a means for
residents to interact with each other, share happiness, and strengthen their social
ties. The community participates physically and emotionally in various activities,
such as competitions, friendly gatherings, gifts, and art performances, feeling a
shared pride in the achievements made in these activities. Moreover, the
celebration of August 17 provides a new spirit for the community to work together
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in other aspects of social life. Through the cooperation activities, residents learn to
overcome differences, strengthen relationships between individuals, and
contribute together to achieve common goals. This creates a more harmonious and
mutually supportive social, economic, and cultural atmosphere (Astutik, 2023; Fan
et al., 2023; Firdaus & Suwendi, 2025; Ginting et al., 2023; Hutabarat, 2023).

The significance of this activity in fostering a sense of community appears
not only at the event but also in the years that follow. The spirit that emerges
during the August 17 celebration motivates the community to be more engaged in
other social activities, enhance existing social networks, and build deeper
relationships between people, families, and groups in society (Cao & Yu, 2023;
Newman & Skocpol, 2023; Nohutlu et al., 2023). Therefore, the August 17
celebration activity is to commemorate independence and strengthen the
foundation of solidarity and togetherness that will continue to develop in the daily
lives of the Bontoboddia Hamlet community.

CONCLUSION

Based on the study results, the social gathering and gift-giving activities in
the celebration of Independence Day on August 17 significantly strengthen
community solidarity and togetherness. The main conclusions of this study are as
follows: 1) Social gathering creates a space for residents to communicate with each
other, build closer relationships, and foster a sense of mutual care. This moment is
an effective means to increase intimacy between residents who rarely interact in
everyday life. 2) Giving gifts is not just a form of material appreciation but also a
symbol of respect for the efforts and contributions of residents. This motivates the
community to actively participate in activities, while instilling the values of
togetherness and mutual respect. 3) Through this activity, the community feels a
high spirit of cooperation. They come together to prepare and celebrate activities,
thus creating stronger social ties. 4) Several challenges, such as the lack of
involvement of the younger generation, budget constraints, and minor conflicts in
planning, can be overcome with a creative approach, collaboration, and better
communication between the committee and residents.

For the sustainability and development of similar activities, some
recommendations that can be made include involving the younger generation with
innovations in technology-based activities or arts and culture, optimizing
fundraising through collaboration with local sponsors, improving coordination
and communication between residents to avoid conflict, and increasing collective
participation. Through strengthening solidarity and togetherness, the August 17
celebration activities are a moment of historical commemoration and a means of
enhancing the community's social identity as a united nation with a spirit of
cooperation.
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